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learned the hard way in Iraq. So before this 
president makes any more rash decisions 
about going to war, I believe he must come to 
Congress for authorization to commence mili-
tary action. 

The bill I am introducing today—like its com-
panion in the Senate—is intended to do one 
thing: to restore the balance between the ex-
ecutive and legislative branches with regard to 
authorizing large-scale military activities. It is a 
balance that needs restoring after the mis-
management of the war in Iraq, and it is a bal-
ance we should be watching closely as some 
in the Administration continue to discuss presi-
dential authority to wage war in contravention 
of the Constitution. 
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COMMENDING AMPUTEES ACROSS 
AMERICA ON THEIR ACHIEVE-
MENTS AND MISSION TO IN-
CREASE PUBLIC AWARENESS OF 
AMPUTEES AS PEOPLE WITH AC-
TIVE LIFESTYLES 

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2007 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend Amputees Across America 
for their achievements and mission to increase 
public awareness of amputees as people with 
active lifestyles. 

Amputees Across America is a group of am-
putees cycling from coast-to-coast. The riders 
departed on May 28, 2007 from Tustin, Cali-
fornia, and arrive in Alexandria, Louisiana on 
Monday, July 2. The group is riding in 150- 
mile relays, visiting hospitals and local ampu-
tee support groups. The group will complete 
their 3,500 mile journey when they arrive in 
Vero Beach, Florida on July 25, 2007. 

While in Alexandria, Amputees Across 
America cyclists Joe Sapere, Abel Cruz, 
Clifford Clark, and Beasey Hendrix will visit 
with patients and members of a stroke and 
amputee support group to share stories of 
overcoming their amputations to live healthy, 
fulfilling lives. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in commending the mission and achieve-
ments of Amputees Across America. I ac-
knowledge their commendable mission and 
significant contribution to not only the state of 
Louisiana, but our nation as well. 
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RECALLING THE INFAMOUS ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE INVASION OF 
CYPRUS 

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2007 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise to recall the tragic an-
niversary of the Turkish invasion of Cyprus. 

On July 20, 1974, Turkey brutally attacked 
the Republic of Cyprus. To my deep regret, 
the shameful legacy of this despicable act re-
mains. To this day, Turkish troops illegally oc-
cupy Cyprus, splitting the island into two 
areas, and continuing the oppression of the 
people of Cyprus which has remained since 
that infamous day. 

Reminiscent of the infamous Berlin Wall, 
Cyprus has remained divided by ‘‘the green 
line,’’ a 113-mile barbed-wire fence that has 
run across the island for the past 33-years. 
Despite pressure from the United States, the 
European Union, and the United Nations, Cy-
prus remains one of the most militarized areas 
in the world. 

Although Cyprus remains divided, there is 
reason for optimism that the nation will one 
day be made whole. In late April of 2004, the 
people of Cyprus went to the polls to vote on 
a plan of reunification. Unfortunately, this re-
unification proposal was rushed, allegedly to 
coincide with the ascension of Cyprus into the 
European Union. Because of many legitimate 
concerns, including security, and in a dem-
onstration of great courage and independence, 
approximately 75 percent of Greek Cypriots 
opposed the plan. However, this rushed and 
unfortunate effort must not, and will not, be 
the end of attempts to reunify the island. A 
lasting and equitable solution for the people of 
Cyprus, and the goal of a united Cyprus, is 
too important to abandon. 

I firmly support the efforts begun with the 
bicommunal agreement reached at the meet-
ing of July 8, 2006. The framework of July 8 
established guiding principles to accomplish 
the goal reunifying the two halves of Cyprus 
within a bizonal, bicommunal federation. I urge 
both parties to proceed with establishing work-
ing groups so that there can be movement for-
ward in implementing these principles. The re-
markable achievement of the July 8 agree-
ment gives me great reason to be hopeful that 
a solution is near. Yet so long as Cyprus re-
mains divided, we have great work ahead of 
us. 

I remain committed to achieving a solution 
to this problem so that we never have to gath-
er again to commemorate an anniversary of 
this condemnable invasion. Madam Speaker, I 
pray that this will be the last year of a divided 
Cyprus. It is my fervent hope that, 33 years 
after Cyprus was torn asunder, all Cypriots 
can be reunited, living in peace and freedom 
forever. 
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APPROVAL OF THE ‘‘MEN OF 
MIKE’’ RESOLUTION 

HON. LEE TERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2007 

Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, I rise to ap-
plaud today’s passage of H. Res. 541 by 
unanimous consent to recognize the Marines 
of Company ‘‘M,’’ or ‘‘Mike Company,’’ on the 
occasion of their 25th annual reunion. I am 
proud that men in my home State of Nebraska 
served in this distinguished unit. 

In fact, former Marine Commandant General 
Chuck Krulak and General Tom Draude 
served together in Vietnam in this unit. The 
U.S. Marine Corps told me that during General 
Krulak’s tenure as CMC, he often took the op-
portunity in speeches to extol the heroism of 
fellow Marines from Mike Company—in par-
ticular Tom Draude, a former Commander of 
M/3/7 who was awarded the Silver Star for 
heroism in a 1966 action. 

The Marines of Mike Company served hon-
orably and heroically in the Vietnam war from 
July 1965 to October 1970. Their service in 

defense of freedom, liberty and political self 
determination for the South Vietnamese peo-
ple earned the unit numerous citations and 
commendations for valor, including: 

The Presidential Unit Citation Streamer with 
2 Bronze Stars; 

Navy Unit Commendation Streamer; 
Meritorious Unit Commendation Streamer 

with 2 Bronze Stars; 
National Defense Service Streamer; 
Vietnam Service Streamer with 2 Silver 

Stars and 3 Bronze Stars; 
Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm 

Streamer; and 
The Vietnam Meritorious Unit Citation Civil 

Actions Streamer. 
The Men of Mike Company were the subject 

of a 1968 documentary entitled ‘‘A Face of 
War,’’ which accurately portrayed the sights 
and sounds of Marines performing their duties 
in a combat zone. My constituent, retired Cap-
tain James Sackett, appeared in the film as 
part of the Mike Company ‘‘Band of Brothers’’ 
who displayed their courage under fire on be-
half of all U.S. Marines. 

The Marines of Mike Company, along with 
their loved ones, have held a reunion every 
year since 1983. They have formed the Mike 
3/7 Vietnam Association to honor the memo-
ries of their fallen comrades; celebrate the 
lives of their surviving comrades; express pro-
found appreciation to their families and loved 
ones; recognize the monumental sacrifices 
and achievements necessary for freedom; and 
to hold forth their contribution to the Marine 
Corps legacy of courage, patriotism and mili-
tary excellence as an example to future gen-
erations. 

Americans everywhere owe a debt of grati-
tude to the Marines of Mike Company for their 
selfless dedication to duty and their admirable 
display of courage under fire. The U.S. House 
of Representatives is proud to honor their sac-
rifices on the occasion of their 25th annual re-
union. 
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SUPPORT FOR H.R. 2337 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2007 

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, in recent 
weeks, I have witnessed the lengths to which 
the oil and gas industry will go to frighten my 
colleagues about the contents of H.R. 2337, 
the energy legislation approved last month by 
the House Natural Resources Committee. The 
tales they weave would make good fodder for 
a Stephen King novel. 

I have heard arguments of all kinds—that 
the bill will cause oil and gas prices to in-
crease, that it will harm energy supplies, and 
even that it will cost American jobs. False-
hoods such as these, while creative, are sim-
ply unfounded. 

I have seen no data to substantiate these 
claims or to show how the mild provisions of 
Titles I and II in my bill will result in such ill 
effects. And, I might add, what these detrac-
tors always conveniently fail to reveal is that 
the Energy Policy Act of 2005 provided zip in 
the way of lower prices. 

Let me take this opportunity to give you a 
little insight into what is really behind this 
smear campaign. 
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The bottom line here is production royalties 

from Federal lands and waters are owed to 
the American people. For the last 6 years 
under the Bush administration, the oil and gas 
industry has been pampered by friends in high 
places. 

Consider this: From 2002 to 2005, collec-
tions of oil and gas royalties from drilling rigs 
on public lands have fallen to an annual aver-
age of $48 million—half the average, $115 
million, collected annually in the 20 years 
prior, despite increased production. 

Consider this: Between 1998 and 2001, the 
Minerals Management Service, MMS, con-
ducted over 540 audits per year. From 2002 
through 2005, the average number of audits 
dropped to 393. And in 2006, MMS completed 
only 144 audits. That means that MMS re-
duced the number of oil and gas audits by 22 
percent. 

By comparison, The New York Times re-
ported recently that the IRS has more than 
doubled the number of individual tax returns 
audited from 2000 to 2006, increasing from 
nearly 618,000 to nearly 1.3 million of us 
whom IRS decided to scrutinize. 

So here we have oil and gas companies 
raking in profits and getting a wink and a nod 
when it comes to paying the royalties they 
owe, while the IRS knuckles down to squeeze 
every possible nickel and dime out of regular 
folks and hardworking families. Thank you 
very much, Mr. President. 

From the earliest days of this administration 
when energy executives, or their representa-
tives, gathered behind the curtains of execu-
tive privilege shrouding the Vice President’s 
office, the energy policy of this Nation has 
been tilted against the regular folks most of us 
in this body represent. These huge, multi-
national firms would seem to be the least in 
need of coddling by and protection of our gov-
ernment, yet, the policies of this administration 
have sheltered them from ‘‘ponying up’’ their 
fair share of what is truly owed to the Federal 
Treasury. At a time when the oil and gas in-
dustry is reaping record profits, consumers at 
the pump are watching the price figures flip by 
at increasing speed as the quantity of gas 
they actually pour hums ever more slowly into 
the tank. 

We have an opportunity here, in H.R. 2337, 
to make some real and positive changes—to 
even out the policies so slanted in favor of the 
oil company executives whose nameplates ap-
pear at Mr. CHENEY’s energy bargaining table. 
We have the chance to restore some account-
ability to the system and improve the way the 
Federal Government manages its public en-
ergy resources. 

H.R. 2337 will step up the number of audits 
performed each year and give the agency the 
teeth it has long needed to go after those 
companies that underpay the Treasury at the 
expense of the rest of us. 

Madam Speaker, every year over Memorial 
Day weekend we have a tall tales contest in 
my home State of West Virginia. That event 
draws some of the biggest fibbers and spin-
ners the Lord has seen fit to create. Having 
listened to the bizarre claims ricocheting 
around these halls in recent weeks, I look for-
ward to next Memorial Day when I expect to 
see a string of oil and gas executives taking 
the stage to share their whoppers. 

The winner of this time-honored contest, by 
the way, is awarded an enviable trophy—a 
golden shovel. What a nice—and appro-

priate—decoration for the walls of some 
mighty oil company CEO. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF LIVES LOST 
IN CYPRUS DURING THE TURK-
ISH INVASION 

HON. MIKE McINTYRE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2007 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in commemoration of the 33rd anniver-
sary of the Turkish invasion of Cyprus, which 
occurred on July 20, 1974. Many lost their 
lives and livelihoods as a result of that inva-
sion. It is disappointing that 33 years later the 
island of Cyprus remains divided and conten-
tious. 

A United Nations Security Council resolution 
states ‘‘a Cyprus settlement must be based on 
a State of Cyprus with a single sovereignty 
and international personality and a single citi-
zenship, with its independence and territorial 
integrity safeguarded and comprising two po-
litically equal communities as described in the 
relevant Security Council resolutions, in a bi- 
communal and bi-zonal federation and that 
such a settlement must exclude union in 
whole or in part with any other country or any 
form of partition or secession.’’ I look forward 
to the day when such a settlement is realized. 

Cyprus has been a staunch ally of the 
United States. It has aided our efforts in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq by allowing the United 
States over-flight and landing rights, as well as 
port access for our ships. In addition, Cyprus 
provided valuable assistance for our evacu-
ation and rescue efforts after the 1983 Beirut 
barracks bombing and the 2006 hostilities in 
Lebanon. 

Also, it is important that we ensure the pro-
tection of human rights in Cyprus and work to 
preserve the Cypriots’ religious and cultural 
heritage. I am troubled by reports that reli-
gious sites, including Greek Orthodox church-
es, have been pillaged, destroyed, or in any 
way harmed. 

I am encouraged that efforts are underway 
to facilitate the integration of Greek and Turk-
ish Cypriots, specifically the opening of cross-
ing points on this divided island. After 33 
years of division and contention, it is time to 
reach a just and lasting peace that will unify 
Cyprus and allow it to grow politically, socially, 
and economically. I encourage my colleagues 
to support any efforts to reach such a settle-
ment. 
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PEACE FOR GREEK AND TURKISH 
CYPRIOTS 

HON. ED WHITFIELD 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2007 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today with the hope that the Island of Cyprus 
will soon be reunified, and with resolve of her 
citizens and the help from the international 
community, both the Greek and Turkish Cyp-
riots will know tranquility. 

Tragically, thirty-three years ago, violence 
and bloodshed ripped Cyprus apart, dividing 

the island. Although it is peaceful today, the 
Greek and Turkish Cypriots are still separated 
to the detriment of many Turkish Cypriots, 
who have been deprived of economic and so-
cial advancements. 

Unfortunately, decades of negotiations 
under the auspices of the United Nations and 
involving motherlands Greece and Turkey, 
have produced no lasting agreement. There 
was hope in April 2004 when the comprehen-
sive, U.N.-sponsored ‘‘Annan Plan,’’ was put 
to referenda. To the dismay of the inter-
national community, this plan failed when the 
Greek Cypriots overwhelmingly voted against 
it, despite the fact that the Turkish Cypriots 
overwhelmingly voted in favor of it. 

After the unsuccessful adoption of the 
‘‘Annan Plan,’’ Turkish Cypriots called for ac-
tion to discuss the situation. It was then that 
Turkish Cypriot leader Mehmet Ali Talat and 
Greek Cypriot leader Tassos Papadopoulos 
met on July 3rd and 8th, 2006, and agreed to 
hold further meetings based on a ‘‘Set of Prin-
ciples’’ aimed at the unification of Cyprus. The 
meeting of the two leaders and the agreement 
they reached have been welcomed by the 
international community, including the United 
States, the European Union and others. 

It is important that this new and positive 
spirit demonstrated by the two Cypriot leaders 
be supported by the United States in order to 
help the parties build trust and forge an at-
mosphere conducive to progress and pros-
perity. It is our sincere hope that the spirit of 
reconciliation and goodwill generated in recent 
times will continue to be promoted by all par-
ties involved. 

Madam Speaker, as the process moves for-
ward it is also important to recognize the re-
solve of the Turkish Cypriot people who have 
demonstrated time after time an unwavering 
commitment to reconciliation as well as re-
markable flexibility by supporting the ‘‘Annan 
Plan.’’ Despite their continued commitment to 
reunify Cyprus, Turkish Cypriots are still await-
ing the fulfillment of the promises made to 
them by the international community that their 
isolation would be lifted. We believe that both 
the Turkish Cypriots and Turkey, whose sup-
port was crucial in securing the ‘‘yes’’ vote of 
the Turkish Cypriots in the 2004 referenda, 
should be rewarded, not penalized, in order 
for the process to move forward toward a last-
ing settlement. 

More than ever before, it is important to 
support a diplomatic compromise in Cyprus to 
ensure a bright future for Greek and Turkish 
Cypriots. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. WILSON WEST 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 19, 2007 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the late Dr. Wilson West. Dr. West is 
a native of Belleville, IL, and was a well-known 
doctor and professor. 

Dr. West was born near Centralia on Sep-
tember 13, 1913 and graduated from Salem 
High School. He went on to earn a bachelor’s 
degree from Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale. In 1937 he graduated from St. 
Louis University Medical School. Dr. West was 
a member of the St. Clair County Medical So-
ciety and served as its president in 1971. He 
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